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SUBJECT: SOVIET OIL/GRAIN NEGOTIATIONS - PARIS PREPCON 
REF: STATE 241606 

1. PROGRAM FOR SOVIET OIL NEGOTIATIONS OUTLINED REFTEL 
INDICATES PROBABILITY OF FURTHER EXTENSION OF NEGOTIATIONS 
HERE IN MOSCOW, WHICH COULD CONFLICT WITH PARIS PREPCON II 
COMMENCING PARIS MONDAY OCTOBER 13. 

2. 1 BELIEVE THAT MY PRESENCE AT LEAST AT THE OPENING 
PREPCON SESSIONS IS IMPORTANT FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

A. THIS FIRST MEETING WILL SET THE STAGE FOR WHAT 
COULD BE A CRITICAL CONTINUING DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
INDUSTRIALIZED AND DEVELOPING NATIONS IN WHICH THE 
U.S. SHOULD PLAY THE LEAD ROLE AND THEREFORE 

THE NEED FOR CONTINUITY IN U.S. REPRESENTATION. 

B. YOUR IMPORTANT INITIATIVE WHICH RESULTED IN THE 
RECONVENING OF THIS MEETING WOULD BE EMPHASIZED BY 
MY PRESENCE, GIVEN THE ROLE I HAVE PLAYED IN PUSHING 
FORWARD YOUR PLAN. 

C. THE PERSONAL CONTACTS I DEVELOPED PARTICULARLY IN 
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AND BRAZIL COMBINED WITH MY DISCUSSIONS WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE OTHER PARTICIPATING NATIONS 
COULE BE IMPORTANT IN DEALING WITH THE DIFFICULT 
ISSUES BOUND TO ARISE AT THIS SESSION. 

D. MY ABSENCE WOULD BE A NEGATIVE SIGNAL TO THE 
FRENCH WITH WHOM I HAVE WORKED CLOSELY IN DEVELOPING 
THE SCENARIO FOR RESUMPTION OF THIS DIALOGUE. 

3. IF WE ARE TO INITIATE DISCUSSIONS OF SHIPPING MATTERS, 

I ASSUME THAT BLACKWELL OR OTHER USMARAD REPRESENTATIVE 
WOULD BE PURSUING THE TECHNICAL ASPECTS WITH SOVIET 
MARTIME OFFICIALS HERE. 

4. ACCORDINGLY I URGE THAT SHOULD GRAIN/OIL NEGOTIATIONS 
BE PROLONGED HERE IN MOSCOW YOU AUTHORIZE MY DEPARTURE 
FROM MOSCOW IN ORDER TO BE IN PARIS ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 12 
THUS ALLOWING MY PARTICIPATION IN AT LEAST THE OPENING 
DAY SESSION ON MONDAY OCTOBER 13. 1 COULD ALWAYS RETURN TO 
MOSCOW ON TUESDAY IF THERE ARE KEY POLICY ISSUES TO BE 
RESOLVED AT THAT TIME. 

STOESSEL 
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